2i6                    KARAKH1TAI (SI LIAO).
Ta-shi proceeded to tlie west as far as Ki-rli-man666 There all his officers, civil and military, assembled and proclaimed Ta-shi emperor. This happened on the fifth day of the second month of 1124 (according to the Kang mn, 1125). The emperor, who was then thirty-eight years old, assumed at the same time the title of Go-rh-han,65Q and the Chinese title Tien yu Huang ti, the years of his reign being named Yen Tsing. Ta-shi bestowed also honorary titles upon his ancestors and his wife. After this he assembled the officers and spoke to them as follows : <( We have made together a journey of 40,000 li ; we have crossed deserts and suffered many hardships by night and by day. That you may share in my glory, I am about to grant honorary titles to your ancestors." He then conferred posthumous titles upon the ancestors of the prince Siao Wa-li-la and on those of forty-nine other distinguished officers. In the year 1126 Ta-shi conducted his army back to the east. After a journey of twenty days on horseback they reached a fertile land, where a capital was founded and named ITu-SB* ioa-rJi~do.5&7 The name of the reign was then changed to K*a%g lcuo.m
In the same year Siao Wa-li-la was appointed command er-m-chief (I omit the other appointments mentioned in the Chinese text). An army of 70,000 horsemen was raised for an expedition to the east. After sacrificing to heaven a black bull and a white horse, Ta-shi ordered a banner to be set up, around which he assembled his troops, haranguing them in the following terms: "Our
555 I do not believe that here Kerman in Southern Persia is meant, as Plath in his "Geschichte Ost-Asian's" suggests, but jSTfim&neA, a place situated between Samarkand and Bokhara, and frequently mentioned by the Mohammedan uaediceval authors. The city still exists,
BBB Gurfthan of the Mohammedan authors.   See note 578.
507 Vi&delou explains this name by "le fort palais." Wa-rh-do is evidently intended for "ordo," residence (see note 137). IIu~sz* has some resemblance to Jiosun, meaning "strength" in Manchu. Tor further particulars regarding the capital of the Kara Khitai, see note 583.
m The two characters mean "kingdom of peace." This was also an ancient Chinese name for Samarkand.